
FAIR HOUSING 

 

In the Sale and Rental of Housing: No 
one may take any of the following actions 
based on race, color, national origin, reli-
gion, sex, familial status, disability, military 
status or ancestry: 

• Refuse to rent or sell housing 

• Refuse to negotiate for housing 

• Make housing unavailable 

• Deny a dwelling 

• Set different terms, conditions or privi-
leges    for sale or rental of a dwelling 

• Provide different housing services or 
facilities 

• Falsely deny that housing is available for 
inspection, sale, or rental 

• For profit, persuade owners to sell or 
rent (blockbusting) or 

• Deny anyone access to or membership 
in a facility or service (such as a multi-
ple listing service) related to the sale or 
rental of housing. 

 

In Mortgage Lending: No one may take 
any of the following actions based on race, 
color, national origin, religion, sex, familial 
status, military status, ancestry or disabil-
ity: 

• Refuse to make a mortgage loan 

• Refuse to provide information regarding 
loans 

• Impose different terms or conditions on 
a loan, such as different interest rates, 
points, or fees 

• Discriminate in appraising property 

• Refuse to purchase a loan or 

• Set different terms or conditions for 

purchasing a loan. 
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If you have been trying to buy or rent a 
home or apartment and you believe your 
rights have been violated, you can file a 
fair housing complaint. 

You can file a complaint with: 

The Ohio Civil Rights Commission 
Frank Lausche Building 
615 W. Superior Avenue, Suite 885 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113-1897 
(216) 787-3150 
(614) 752-2391 (TTY) 

You can file a complaint with: 

The Office of Fair Housing & Equal Oppor-
tunity 
Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment 
Room 5204 
451 Seventh St. SW 
Washington, DC 20410-2000  
 
You can call toll-free 1 (800) 669-9777. 

You can write HUD a letter with: 

• Your name and address 

• The name and address of the person 
your complaint is about 

• The address of the house or apart-
ment you were trying to rent or buy 

• The date when this incident occurred 

• A short description of what happened 

• Then mail it to the Fair Housing Hub 
closest to you: 
 
Chicago Regional Office of FHEO 
U.S. Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development 
Ralph H. Metcalfe Federal Building 
77 West Jackson Boulevard, Room 
2101 Chicago, Illinois 60604-3507 
 

1-800-765-9372 TTY (312) 913-8453 

Complaints filed with the City of Elyria are 
documented and referred to the Ohio 
Civil Rights Commission. 

Fair Housing Laws 
Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 
(Fair Housing Act), as amended, prohibits 
discrimination in the sale, rental, and fi-
nancing of dwellings, and in other housing-
related transactions, based on race, color, 
national origin, religion, sex, familial status 
(including children under the age of 18 liv-
ing with parents or legal custodians, preg-
nant women, and people securing custody 
of children under the age of 18), and handi-
cap (disability). 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 pro-
hibits discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, or national origin in programs and 
activities receiving federal financial 
assistance 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973 prohibits discrimination based on dis-
ability in any program or activity receiving 
federal financial assistance 

Section 109 of Title 1 of the Housing & 
Community Development Act of 1974 pro-
hibits discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex or religion in pro-
grams and activities receiving financial as-
sistance from HUD's Community Develop-
ment and Block Grant Program 

Title II of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990 prohibits discrimination based 
on disability in programs, services, and ac-
tivities provided or made available by public 
entities. HUD enforces Title II when it re-
lates to state and local public housing, 
housing assistance and housing referrals. 

 

In Addition: It is illegal for anyone to: 

• Threaten, coerce, intimidate or in-
terfere with anyone exercising a fair 
housing right or assisting others who 
exercise that right 

Advertise or make any statement that 
indicates a limitation or preference 
based on race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex, familial status, or handi-
cap. This prohibition against discrimina-
tory advertising applies to single-family 
and owner-occupied housing that is oth-
erwise exempt from the Fair Housing 
Act. 

Additional Protection if you or 
someone associated with you: 

• Have a physical or mental disability 
(including hearing, mobility and visual 
impairments, chronic alcoholism, chron-
ic mental illness, AIDS, AIDS Related 
Complex and mental retardation) that 
substantially limits one or more major 
life activities 

• Have a record of such a disability or 

• Are regarded as having such a disa-
bility 

Your landlord may not refuse to let you 
make reasonable modifications to your 
dwelling or common use areas, at your 
expense, if necessary for the disabled 
person to use the housing. (Where rea-
sonable, the landlord may permit 
changes only if you agree to restore the 
property to its original condition when 
you move.)  or refuse to make reasona-
ble accommodations in rules, policies, 
practices or services if necessary for the 
disabled person to use the housing. 

Housing Discrimination 
What Housing Is Covered? 

The Fair Housing Act covers most housing. In  
some circumstances, the Act exempts owner-
occupied buildings with no more than four units, 
single-family housing sold or rented without the 
use of a broker, and housing operated by organi-
zations and private clubs that limit occupancy to 
members. 


